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Reflection on Tonier “Neen” Story
Neen is a victim of child abuse. Together with her sisters and brothers, their mother used to beat them with belt buckle injuring their faces and heads; she got scars to show for it. Her childhood was marred with molestation, abuse, rape, and neglect. Her mother would bring different in their home and party there while Neen and her siblings were in the other room. After drinking alcohol, the men would come to their room and in a bid to protect her siblings; they raped her.  At 11, the neighbors noticed something was not right, as the kids were never allowed to play outside. They were taken into foster care and later after the court ruling, the siblings were distributed among the members of the extended family (Calswec Online). Neen went to live with her cousin.
Later, her mum came claiming that she loves her and begged her to go live with her. Neen wanted her mother to show love  and concern to her therefore she went to living with her. She could do anything to get her mother’s love and prostitution became part of her life at a very tender age. When a man wanted to marry her and her mum consented of it, she went ahead and got married while she was barely a teenager. The man used to beat her daily on account that she did not meet her responsibilities. When somebody introduced her to cocaine, she realized that it gave her power to do anything she was supposed to do including cleaning and taking care of the household. However, she became addicted and the drug introduced her to the criminal justice system; she was arrested 83 times and convicted  66 times. She fought drug addiction for 19 years. The criminal justice system failed to realize that it was not the drug addiction that was the problem but what had happened to her as a child. The man who had married her deserted her and her mother did not want anything to do with her (Calswec Online). Therefore, she was homeless and sought the solace of the jail or the streets.
Neen’s first arrest was when she stole a check from the cousin who was taking care of her. The cousin had to press charges to get reimbursement from the bank since she had defrauded the bank. She was looking for ways to support her addiction.  In addition to the trauma she had gone through, her four children were taken away as she was deemed unfit for parenthood. She was also diagnosed to have some mental health problem. 
It is sad that the criminal justice system fails to look into detail, events that lead Cain into drug abuse and engage in crime. They would have known of the sexual abuse, the emotional abuse, and the physical abuse that she had undergone in her early years. Almost all women who have been incarcerated had undergone physical or emotional trauma that led them to drugs or criminal activities. The women are convicted for nonviolent crimes as opposed to the men in prisons. Her story brings the awareness of the traumatic events that women undergo and yet they end up in jail without a probe on what really happened.
Neen’s experience was uniquely female, as she had undergone trauma being raped by different men in her mother’s house. Later, she got married to one of the drunkard friends of her mother, she got children, four of them, and now she was in jail, pregnant and determined to change for the sake of her unborn daughter and her future. That is when she decides to join women with infants group in the prison and the Journey to her transformation begins.
 	Her experiences would have been different had the criminal justice system probed on what happened to her rather than what was wrong to her. They viewed her as a danger to society, diagnosed her with mental health problem. His drug addiction was the cause of her interaction with the system; they ought to have provided evidence-based treatment, especially for female offenders with whom it is not common of been convicted with such crimes. There is always an underlying problem or a traumatic event that happened in the life of the woman. Neen would have been saved earlier but no one took the initiative to attend to her; they viewed her as a risky person with her place being in the cold floors of prison cells. Awareness of the possibility that the women being convicted due to nonviolent crimes could be a propagation of a trauma that has already occurred ought to put the justice system into thought on how to incorporate evidence-based probes and treatment to reduce the extended victimization of women.
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